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A Foreign-Trade Zone Milestone
Alliance Foreign-Trade Zone #196 ranked No. 1  
among U.S. general-purpose Foreign-Trade Zones two years in a row

14 	 Al l i a n c e  H Te x a s

The Alliance Global Logistics 
Hub has achieved a milestone in its 
history as a Foreign-Trade Zone. Based 
on the 68th and 69th Annual Reports 
of the Foreign-Trade Zone Board to the  
U.S. Congress for Fiscal Years 2006 and 
2007, the Alliance Foreign-Trade Zone 
#196 was ranked No. 1 among U.S. general- 
purpose Foreign-Trade Zones in foreign 
merchandise admitted to the zone. The 
top ranking for two consecutive years 
solidifies AllianceTexas as the premier 
inland port in the United States and a 
logistics center for world trade.
	 “The ranking confirms that the 
Alliance Global Logistics Hub is perfectly 
positioned to receive imported products 
for assembly and distribution to the  
United States,” says Steve Boecking, 
vice president of Hillwood Properties. 
“With ongoing improvements to our 
transportation infrastructure, including 
the airport, BNSF Railway’s Alliance 
Intermodal Facility and adjacent  
highways, we expect the number of 
imported goods to grow significantly in 
the coming years.”
	 The Foreign-Trade Zone designation 
has been a part of Alliance since September 
1993, and provides special customs 
procedures for U.S. facilities engaged in 

international trade-related activities. At 
the Alliance Foreign-Trade Zone, duty 
payment is deferred on all imported  
goods until they are brought out of the 
Foreign-Trade Zone to be sold in the  
U.S. market. This element is very useful for 
companies that import components to be 
used in finished products. Boecking added, 
“There is no time limit on goods stored inside 
a Foreign-Trade Zone and certain types of 
merchandise can be exempted from state and 
local inventory taxes. This allows companies 
to minimize their costs while the products 
are waiting to be shipped.” 
	 In fiscal year 2006, the Alliance 
Foreign-Trade Zone admitted more than 
$4 billion in foreign products. The amount 
nearly doubled to $7.45 billion in foreign 
product admitted in 2007, the latest year 
that data is available. 	
	 “The Alliance Foreign-Trade Zone 
has been one of the biggest factors in 
the success we have had through the 
years,” says Boecking. “Much of it can 
be attributed to the BNSF Alliance 
Intermodal Facility, which brings goods 
from Asia through West Coast ports to 
the central part of the United States. From 
the electronic components found in cell 
phones to fully assembled automobiles, 
each can pass through the facility with 

special customs exemptions on their way  
to U.S. consumers.”
	 This past year, BNSF Railway 
completed a capital improvement program 
that included new entry and exit gates, 
new bridges and nearly nine miles of 
new track at the intermodal facility. The 
improvements will have a significant 
impact on the facility’s ability to handle 
more containers, growing from 600,000 
containers handled annually to over  
1 million, increasing the number and 
value of foreign goods passing through  
the Alliance Global Logistics Hub. 
	 In addition, a runway extension 
project is under way at Fort Worth  
Alliance Airport that will increase the 
length of the runway to 11,000 feet in 
2015. The airport can already handle 
any size jet, but the extended runways 
will allow fully loaded and fully fueled  
cargo flights to directly serve Asia and 
Europe on the hottest days of the year. 
“When you include the runway extension 
with the expansion of the BNSF Intermodal  
Facility and highway improvements slated 
for the region, Alliance will have the 
infrastructure in place to grow to its fullest 
capacity,” says Boecking. “We’re really 
setting a standard for what is possible at  
an inland port.”     n

 “�There is no time limit on goods stored inside a Foreign-Trade Zone and 
certain types of merchandise can be exempted from state and local 
inventory taxes. This allows companies to minimize their costs while 
the products are waiting to be shipped.”

— Steve Boecking, vice president of Hillwood Properties 

Opposite page: BNSF Railway’s Alliance Intermodal Facility is a significant component for the increase in international products, which nearly doubled in 2007. 
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Privatized Roads 
For Heavy Loads
New Alliance Heavy-Load Container Area  
Near BNSF RAILWAY’S Intermodal YARD

Hillwood has completed its first deal in a 
newly created Alliance Heavy-Load Container Area that will 
provide the most comprehensive services in the country to handle 
heavyweight containers at an inland port. Alliance Brokers, Inc., 
an affiliate of Trans-Trade, has leased 292,500 square feet in 
Hillwood’s Alliance Westport 20 building at the Alliance Global 
Logistics Hub. In the new facility, Alliance Brokers will provide 

its customers with a wide array of logistics services, including an 
expertise in transporting heavy-load containers.
	 Recently privatized roads, between the Alliance Heavy-Load 
Container Area and the nearby BNSF Intermodal Facility, will 
allow for heavier loads than on public roads, which are subject to 
weight restrictions. This allows companies to carry more of their 
product in one container, which will save approximately 20-30% 

on transportation costs and add efficiencies 
through using fewer containers. Once  
at the new facility, inbound goods are 
broken down into smaller, less heavy loads 
and placed into trucks or rail containers  
to be transported to other distribution 
centers or retail outlets. Outbound goods 
that arrive at the facility in multiple trucks 
or containers are then combined into one 
container for rail shipment.
	 “An outstanding team has come 
together to create one of the most 
comprehensive inland port heavy-load 
container centers in the country,” said  
Mike Berry, president of Hillwood 
Properties, the developer and manager 
of the Alliance Global Logistics Hub. 
“Alliance Brokers, the city of Fort Worth, 
Alliance Operating Services, BNSF 
Railway and Hillwood have combined 
to provide all of the services necessary to 
provide customers with a more efficient 
and cost-effective way to transport  
heavy loads, including tile, paper, bottled 
drinks and agricultural products, such as 
grain and cotton.”
	 Some of the unique services that 
will be offered in the new facility include 
Foreign-Trade Zone expertise that will be 
provided by Alliance Operating Services, as 
well as a Centralized Examination Station, 
which is a high-security, bonded location 

for U.S. Customs officers to inspect 
selected import and export shipments. 
Alliance Brokers also will provide a variety 
of services, including heavy-load container 
drayage from the intermodal facility. The 
Alliance Heavy-Load Container Area is 
located within Alliance Foreign-Trade 
Zone #196.  
	 “Alliance Brokers already has seen 
great interest from shippers who are 
interested in the new heavy-load container 
service we can provide at our new facility 
at Alliance,” said Bruce Galbraith, CEO 
of Alliance Brokers, Inc. “There is a 
tremendous opportunity for companies 
to realize a significant costs savings 
by consolidating more goods into one 
container and utilizing the A-Z logistics 
services that Alliance Brokers and Alliance 
Operating Services can provide.”
	 Some areas of the country allow 
heavy-load containers on public roads 
with a special permit, which can result in 
delays and additional costs. No permit is 
necessary at the Alliance Global Logistics 
Hub Heavy-Load Container Area, because 
the roads are private. 
	 “This new facility provides Alliance 
Brokers with a distinct advantage in 
handling heavy-load containers for 
companies in this region,” said Tony Creme, 
vice president of Hillwood Properties. 

“They recognized this opportunity more 
than a year ago. Hillwood is excited to 
have Alliance Brokers as the first company 
to locate in this new area and capitalize on 
the advantages it has to offer.”
	 Located in Fort Worth at the 
southwest corner of Intermodal Parkway 
and FM 156, the 562,500-square-foot 

Alliance Westport 20 building was 
completed at the end of last year. The 
building offers 270,000 square feet of 
available space. It is part of a package of five 
speculative buildings totaling 1.8 million 
square feet that Hillwood completed at the 
Alliance Global Logistics Hub between 
2007 and 2008.
	 For more information on the 
Alliance Heavy-Load Container Area, 
please call 817. 2 2 4 . 6 0 0 0  or visit 
AllianceTexas.com.      n

 “�Alliance Brokers, the city of  
Fort Worth, Alliance Operating 
Services, BNSF Railway and  
Hillwood have combined to  
provide all of the services  
necessary to provide customers 
with a more efficient and cost 
effective way to transport heavy 
loads, including tile, paper,  
bottled drinks and agricultural 
products, such as grain  
and cotton.” 

— Mike Berry, president of Hillwood Properties 
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Opposite page: An aerial of the Westport sector at Alliance shows the proximity of available land and spec space to BNSF Railway’s intermodal terminal. This page: (Above) BNSF 
Railway’s entrance to the Alliance Intermodal Facility. 

BNSF Railway’s Alliance Intermodal Facility

600,000 annual lifts

Expected growth to 1 million

Fort Worth Alliance Airport

Westport 20
270,000 SF Available
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for the extension. After many years of 
planning and construction, the relocated 
FM 156 will be complete in the summer of 
2009. “The relocation marked one of the 
most challenging obstacles in the runway 
extension project and is a credit to the  
hard work of our city, state, county and 
federal leaders,” adds Ward. “With that 
portion nearly finished, we’ve taken a giant 
step toward completing the master plan  
for the airport.”
	 In addition to the runway extension, 
the passage of the 2009 American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act by the 
U.S. Congress in February could assist 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) to generate additional funding 
for the North Tarrant Express. The North 
Tarrant Express project includes new 
toll and toll-free lanes that stretch from 
I-35, just south of Fort Worth Alliance 
Airport, through the I-820 interchange 

and continuing east through to  
SH 121 in the Hurst-Euless-Bedford area. 
“As part of the stimulus package, the 
North Texas region will receive nearly  
$400 million for work on the DFW 
Connector project in Tarrant and  
Dallas counties and the Southwest 
Parkway in Fort Worth,” says Russell 
Laughlin, senior vice president of  
Hillwood Properties.  “The additional 
funding from the federal stimulus package 
allows for the completion of two of three 
legacy projects for the Western metroplex. 
With the DFW Connector and the 
Southwest Parkways funded, North 
Texas leadership can focus its attention 
on what is now the No. 1 legacy project 
– the North Tarrant Express. Previously 
allocated gas tax funding may now be 
provided earlier to the I-35W/I-820 
interchange – a significant portion of the 
North Tarrant Express.”

	 In January 2009, TxDOT hired 
Spanish developer Cintra to begin work 
on the project. The initial phase includes 
road construction along I-820, but does 
not include work to redesign and construct 
the I-35W/I-820 interchange. Support 
for the North Tarrant Express has been 
led by the 35W Coalition, a nonprofit 
membership organization that advocates 
for transportation improvements along 
the I-35W North Corridor in Tarrant 
and Denton counties. The I-35W/I-820 
interchange has been one of the key projects 
that the 35W Coalition has been working 
toward, and will have a tremendous impact 
in relieving traffic throughout North Fort 
Worth and the AllianceTexas community. 
“We’re hopeful that gas tax funding will 
be directed to the North Tarrant Express 
and put portions of the project that were 
scheduled for later completion on the fast 
track,” says Laughlin.       n

Opposite page: Aerial of Alliance Center shows the future runway extension for Fort Worth Alliance Airport and the new FM 156, scheduled to open Summer 2009. This page: (Above) 
Construction takes place on FM 156.
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As the Alliance H Texas region continues to 
be one of the fastest growing communities in Texas, providing 
adequate infrastructure for the airport and surrounding area has 
become a priority for state and federal transportation officials. Two 
projects that are of significant importance to the AllianceTexas 
region are the Fort Worth Alliance Airport runway extension and 
the North Tarrant Express.
	 There has been considerable progress on the Fort Worth 
Alliance Airport runway extension, with the project expected to be 
complete by 2015. The runway extension will add approximately 

1,400 feet to both of the airport’s runways, which will allow 
expanded flight capability to and from the airport. “Currently, 
the airport has the ability to handle long-haul flights nonstop to 
Asia,” says Tim Ward, president of Alliance Air/Aviation Services. 
“However, the extension will enable those same planes to take off 
at full capacity in nearly every weather condition. It will transform 
the role of the airport both regionally and nationally.”
	 For much of the past year, construction has been under 
way to complete the relocation of FM 156. The road had been 
adjacent to the airport and was a significant obstacle to plans 

After many years of planning and construction, the  
relocated FM 156 will be complete in the summer of 2009 

Growing Infrastructure

“�The extension will enable long-haul flights to take off at full capacity in nearly every 
weather condition. It will transform the role of the airport both regionally and nationally.”

— Tim Ward, president of Alliance Air/Aviation Services

UPDATE



20 	 Al l i a n c e  H Te x a s

Increased demand for logistics 
professionals at AllianceTexas has 
encouraged area employers and colleges 
to sponsor formal programs aimed at the 
growing workforce segment. One such 
program, offered by Tarrant County 
College (TCC), is the first of its type 
in the United States and will serve as a 
pilot program and training facility for 
the nation. The program is the result of 
a grant provided to the North Central 
Texas Workforce Board (NCTWB) by 
the Department of Labor. Coordinated 
in partnership with TCC, NCTWB, 
Hillwood, Workforce Solutions of Tarrant 
County and the Texas Manufacturing 
Assistance Center, the logistics curriculum 
will provide students with an opportunity to 
obtain certification in two separate courses 
of study recognized by the Manufacturing 
Skill Standards Council (MSSC).
	 The two courses of study include the 
Certified Logistics Associate (CLA) and 
the Certified Logistics Technician (CLT). 
The CLA program covers a broad overview 
of logistics methods and training, while 
the CLT program provides more technical 

and advanced levels of instruction. “This 
certification will help make Alliance 
a preferred place of employment and 
give more value to the workers since 
they have a certificate that is recognized 
and promoted from the Manufacturing 
Skill Standards Council (MSSC),” says  
Kay Lee, senior manager of TCC 
Corporate Services. “AllianceTexas 
companies will benefit by having highly 
trained logistics professionals, which will 
improve efficiency and quality control at 
their facilities. Moreover, the program 
will add to the value and pride of the 
AllianceTexas region.”
	 One of the major benefits to students 
in the program will be the partnership 
with Workforce Solutions of Tarrant 
County, who will be working with 
TCC to provide job placement services 
through the Alliance Opportunity Center 
upon completion. “Through the grant, 
AllianceTexas employers will benefit 
by having a workforce that has been 
specifically trained for positions at their 
companies, at no direct cost,” says Sal 
Adamski, workforce improvement director 

for Workforce Solutions of Tarrant County. 
“Since much of the training will be 
conducted within AllianceTexas facilities, 
there will be an opportunity for a direct 
path to employment for the students.”
	 Steve Boecking, vice president 
for Hillwood Properties and one of 
the program’s coordinators, believes 
that this will be just one more added 
benefit for companies that choose to 
locate to AllianceTexas. “Having great 
infrastructure, like the airport and  
BNSF Railway’s Alliance Intermodal 
Facility, are the conduits that make 
AllianceTexas a global logistics leader. We 
are combining unparalleled transportation 
infrastructure with a strong workforce. 
Workforce development will be the key 
to the long-term success of AllianceTexas, 
and the program at Tarrant County 
College will be an integral part of  
that effort.”
	 For more information on MSSC 
Certification, please contact the 
TCC Corporate Training Center 
at AllianceTexas at 817.515.2513 or  
kay.lee@tccd.edu.     n

Workforce  
Development Update
Public-private partnership will serve as national 
pilot program for logistics training

This page: (Above) Students participate in course work for certification by the Manufacturing Skill Standards Council at the TCC Corporate Training Center - AllianceTexas.
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AVIATION
Alliance Air Trade Center 	99,000 SF 	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

INDUSTRIAL
Alliance Gateway 60	 756,000 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 72	 472,500 SF	 Now Available

Roanoke, Denton County

Alliance Gateway 18	 399,000 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 50	 287,240 SF	 Now Available

Roanoke, Denton County

Westport 20	 270,000 SF 	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 52	 187,500 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 9	 150,000 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Westport 9	 80,079 SF	 Now Available

Haslet, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 23	 71,250 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Alliance Gateway 15	 55,478 SF 	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

FLEX
Commerce Center 5	 93,764 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Denton County

Alliance Gateway 2	 80,430 SF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

For more information on industrial or office, please contact 
Tony Creme, Steve Aldrich or Reid Goetz at 817.224.6000.

Available Properties

AllianceTexas.com

OFFICE
Heritage Commons II	 24,926 RSF	 Now Available

Fort Worth, Tarrant County

Heritage Commons I	 17,143 RSF	 Now Available

Westlake Corporate Center    Class A office and corporate campus

Westlake, Tarrant County			   Build-to-suit

RETAIL
Alliance Town Center – 500-acre community retail center with 

diverse lifestyle retailers. Anchored by JCPenney, Best Buy,  

Belk and Sam Moon. Interstate 35W and Heritage Trace Parkway.  

Fort Worth, TX.

Heritage Marketplace at ATC – Retail, restaurant and services 

anchored by Kroger. Next to Alliance Town Center. Fort Worth, TX.

Lone Star Crossing – 980 acres with destination, retail, dining 

and entertainment, anchored by Cabela’s. Interstate 35W and 

Texas Highway 170. Fort Worth, TX.

Circle T Ranch Retail Resort – 1.2 million SF retail resort with 

open-air lifestyle plaza and pedestrian promenade. Texas Highway 

114 and Westlake Parkway. Westlake, TX.

The Shops at Circle T Ranch – 1.1 million SF power center across 

the highway from the Circle T Ranch Retail Resort. Northeast 

corner of US Highway 377 and Texas Highway 170. Westlake, TX.

Westlake Corners – Retail, services and small office space 

serving AllianceTexas corporate residents. Southwest corner of 

US Highway 377 and Texas Highway 170. Westlake, TX.

Alliance Crossing – Retail, services and small office space 

serving AllianceTexas corporate residents. Interstate 35W and 

Westport Parkway. Fort Worth and Haslet, TX.

For more information on retail, please contact  
Mark Miller at 817.224.6000.

COMMUNITY



Hillwood 
13600 Heritage Parkway, Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76177

Return Service Requested

For more information, please contact 
Steve Aldrich, Tony Creme or Reid Goetz.
13600 Heritage Parkway, Suite 200 | Fort Worth, TX 76177
817.224.6000 | All ianceTexas.com

A Change of Address Could Save You Some Change

Alliance Gateway 2

ALLIANCE GATEWAY 60
has 756,000 SF available for 
immediate occupancy. Located in 
one of the lowest combined tax 
rate areas in the DFW metroplex, 
the AllianceTexas location provides 
direct transportation access 

to BNSF Railway’s Alliance 
Intermodal Facility, Fort Worth 
Alliance Airport, Texas Highways 
170 and 114 and Interstate 
Highway 35W. Foreign-Trade 
Zone status available.  

Call us today to learn more.
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